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' Wherefore | cone out from among them, and be ye ſex 


= * 1, parate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 


thing ; and 1 will recei d vun, 


And will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 


Son and Daughters, ſaith the Lord eAlmighty. - 


\ 


— 0 —— 


740 LONDON: 


Frinted for Ax DREW B 1 U, at the Ciſi Kees 


and Bible in Cornhill. 174. 


2 
* 


- 
- 
5 


By a PROTESTANT. 


- 


Dy 9 
* 


N 


b ? 

| 

Þ 

3 

Fi * 
LA 

/O 1 


* 
" 4 © | 
. : 
. 
a F * % . 
iP . 
” % 
P ; 
** 5 
f — 
* p F 5 a =» * 
= g 2 | 
— ; 
. ? | > 
„ f 
| * 
— | 
NR « AP | 
$ i * 7 8 4 { 1 * 
” * 
* 5 £4 5 
2 4 
Fg *\ x 4 
o * iS HS * 0 ' 5 % 
| | : n ” : o 5 
- * 7 | F | 
* = ” 9 
2 > : 
 # 4 F 7 + 8 , 
- F Ws he * 
ry | | | 
A — >. 
| E „ 3 
ol * r 1 >, 
. % | | : 
2 | . | | | 
* 51 ” 
8 % 7 4 of 
. % | 5 
* b 
* | bs 
. 5 * * * o = * Y 
« ' : . 
* 4 f J 2 > 
4 . : : ; * 
* +. t | Y 
9 % , 2 
© - - 


— 
4 % 
F | 
* a 
| M41 . 
/ * 1 f 

wo kd » GY. * : 4 1 * 
5 "i * "y * f 
9 — * . 8 N 
6 * 21 1 
. 


A BRIEF 


D ISC O * R 8 E 
4 HE Words 8 and Schiſm, 1 
long, and more eſpecially of 24 


made an unaccountable Noiſe, 
occaſion'd a world of Clamour and 


Caliowy it in the Chriſtian Church. 
17 


THAT there is ſuch a Thing as "Scparition | 
every one ſees, that there is ſack a Sin as Schiſmi 
no one dowbts. | | 


THAT all Separation 1s not Chis: is plate 
and evident, tho' many Talk, yea and A# too, 
as if they thought the quite contrary. 


IN all Set parations the akon 3 is ſiren 2 
be called — and often ſeverely and in · 
, juriouſly treated as ſuch: But while we have res- 
ſonable Souli, and open Bibles, none of 1 | 

Things need, or ſhould, move us, | 


A 2 l * 


— .  # 


=} * 


£ 


fe a 4 4 


— | |; 
— % 


WE ought to form our Judgment of Actions; 
from #he Nature of Things, not from the harſhne 5 
f Names, and the impertinent and unproved 
Clamours and. Accuſations of enraged and ſelf-in- 
tereſted Faction. Dn 


To the Law and to the Teſtimony, Iſa. viii. 20. 


If the Sctipture call any Way or Practice Schiſm, 


avoid it; but if Fathers, or Councils, or perſecu- 
ting Popes or Princes, ſet the odious Brand upon it 
without Proof, be not prejudic d againſt it, a- 
ſham'd of it, or terriſj d from it upon that Account. 

THE Papifs charge the Proreftants with the 
Guilt of Schiſm, and too many Proteſtants (to 


the /port and hardening of the Common Enemy, 
and the expoſing and weakening themſelves) throw 


the bard Mord in one another's Faces, without 


'S ; 


. BUT it is not difficult (if Men would be 


honeſt and impartial) to diſtinguiſh the real from 
— ͤ A 


Mos certainly, . Where chete is moſt 


? 


Love, there is leaſt Schiſm ; and where there 


is moſt Envy and Hatred, and Perſecution, 
there is the moſt flagrant and exalted Schiſm. 


FOR, Schiſm is an Offence againſt Love, and 4 
Breach_of Order, not Humane, but Divine. To 
hear a Man Curſe, and ſee him burn another for 
d Scbiſmatic, will never convince me that he 


who does ſuch Things is the Catbolick: or that he 


Who ſuffers them, is what he is called ;. and that 
the Treatment he meets with, is that which he 
deſerxes. | 

N A THE 


43% 


3% 


_ © Idolaters and incorrigibly wicked Perſohs, and 
even from all in whoſe Communion we gan- 


N 


as 4 meceſſery Duty, to come forth from among 
Tdolaters and profane Perſons, and be ſeparate, 2 2 
vi. 17. And to avoid all choſen voluntary Society 
wich openly and incorrigibly wicked Men, 1 Cor, 


v. 11. We have then a Divine Warrant for wich- 
drawing from corrupt and wicted Societies, and 


we Sin beinouſiy if we do it not. And we - ought 
to remember, and often to reflect on it, that our 


and with Humility, and in the quieteft and lea pro- 


voting manner we can, we withdraw, tho Men 
reject us with Rage and Contempt, yet Gp 
will graciouſly receive uin. 


- WE ought therefore to be perſuaded of it as a 
moſt certain Truth, That. withdrawment from 


© not continue without Sin, is no faulty, but 3 


* commendable Separation. Such was the Seel. 

Reformers from the Church of 

Rome, ſuch is that of ay Namber of ſerious Chris 
e 


red to enjoy Commun ion, 


ſion of our fir 


ftians, who are not ſu 
in the particular Charches where they live} 


A 


Terms Which Chriſt and his Apoſtles bave fixed, aud 3 
which the Holy Scriptures deſcribe ; elpecially - 
where ſuch Things are required to be /iubſcribed 

or practiſed by them, as they juſtly fear their come 
pliance with, would in them be a downright inning ' 


againſt their Light, and a betraying the Truths an 


. Rights of our Saviour Jæsus CHRIST, the common 


Lord of all Chriſtians : This certainly is ſuch Sepa- 


ration as (whatever Men call it) iz no Sebiſm,” 


12 . * * 
k / 


* 


WHAT 


: THE Scripture often calls us to Separitia 


- partaking in other Mens Sins, will involve us in 
their Plagues ; but if from Conſcientious Principles,” 


2 


(*). 


WHAT is proper to be ſuggeſted on this great 
and needfal Point, both in Relation to our Sepa- 
ration from the Church of Rome, and what ought 
to be our Opinion of, and Behaviour towards one 
another, in the preſent lamentably divided State 
of the Reformed Churches, both at Home and A- 
road, I ſhall endeavour to compriſe in the fol- 

Jowing 5 7 1 MN 7 
gs ProbosITILO NS. 


TY I. The Church of Rome chargeth Proteſtants with 
Sebiſm, for departing from her Communion and wy 
That We thereby cut off onrſelves from the Catholic 

Church, of which we are no longer Members. This 
Point we ſhall freely yield them, whenever they 
can prove that tbe Roman is the Catholick Church; 
or (which is the ſame Thing) that a Part is the 
Whole : Till then we deſpiſe the Calumny, and 
Ueride the Accuſation as utterly groundleſs,, and 
dleſtitute even of the leaſt ſhadow or ſemblance 


_ HE wha believeth in Chriſt is a Member ofthe 
_ Catholick Church, whether he hath ever heard 
of a Man at Rome called the Pope, or no. | 


HARD Words and frong Arguments, are very 
different Things, and do not often go together: 
If calling a Man Schiſmatick os Heretick, and 
uſing him accordingly would mat him ſuch, the 
Patrons of Perſecution might have ſome Excuſe, 
bur now they have no Cloak for their Sin, Joh. xv. 22. 
II. The Church of Rome is the moſt Schiſmatical 
. Church in the World, © * 


1 HAVE 


4 
» Sip x p 


M 
own Hiſtorians) no leſs than Three" Popes in che 
infallible Chair at once, and they and their Fol- 

| lowers daſhing out one another's Brains, to des 
cide the important Queſtion, Which of them Gould 
be the greateſt? „ 


FE : 
- : . 
* 


| | MW Ep, | 10 | 
Is there not a perpetual Schifm in that Church} 
between the Aſſertors of the Supremacy and In- 
fallibiliry of Popes on one fide, and of Council on 
the other? £713 3214 de angel e 


ARE not they the worſt and moſt notorious of 
Schiſmaticks, who unchurch all Chriſtians but 
themſelves, like the Donatiſts of old? 


ARE not the Feſuits or the Fanſenifts Schiſ- 
maticks, tho both Romaniſts ? let themſelves de- 
cide which, it they dare. They have indeed 
lately done it in France, to pleaſe their grand Mo- 
narch, but their own Prelates will not ſtand to 
the Deci/ion; and as that Affair hath been ma- 
nag'd with ſo manifeſt partiality, accompanyd 
with ſuch furious and violent Ijsfice, as giyes 
Hopes that many of the berter ſort there, are open- 
ing their Eyes, and begin to entertain berteg 
Thoughts of our Proteſtant Reformation: Sad 
would it be indeed, if any of «s ſhould at the 
ſame Time be ſhutting ours, and be for 'entertain- 
ing more favourable Thoughts of the Abomination 
that makes deſolate. | * 


AND as for thoſe of the Church of Rome, it 

is even monſtrous to hear them continuall/ crying 

' out againſt all others as Schiſmaticks, who know 
not how to agree in almoſt any Thing themſelves, . 
unleſs it be in deviſing and doing Miſchief. IL 


E KR) 


III. In Pan- Differences about Eccleſiaſtical Mate: 
ters, be is not the Schiſmatick who peaceably witb- 
draws,: but he who miniſters the Occaſion of ſuch 


— 


Withdrawment. 


CHRIST hath left us a Rule, ſufficient to 
keep us in Love and Concord, and to ſtrengthen 
the Bands of Union and Communion in each 
Church, and of Churches. with one another; but 
if ve will needs be wiſer than he, and will make; 
new Terms of Communion, that never came into his 
Mind; na wonder if we break into Atoms, and 
ſplit into Conventicles, and mutually bite and de- 
vour, till we are conſum d and deftroy'd, one of and. 
ther. BK 


CHRISTIAN Faith, Worſhip and Practice, 
are plain intelligible Things, as they lie in our 
$ibles; But when the Gloſs corrupts the Text, and 
Chriſtianity is made a Stalking-Horſe to ſecular. 
Intereſt and worldly Grandeur, it cannot ſeem: 
ſtrange, if we ſoon hear of worſe Fanglings than 
thoſe in the Church of Corinth, (which yet were 
bad enough of all Conſcience) where one ſaid. 
T am of Paul, another Iam of Apollo, and a Third 
Tam of Cephas, 1 Cor. i. 2z2. 


IF Men would ſtudy and practiſe Chriſtianity.) 
as a Rule of living well on Earth, and gettiug ſafe 
to Heaven, each one would have ſo much of his 
own Concern to mind, that he would have no 
leiſure to give others any Diſturbance, much Teſs. 
would Men ſo diſpoſed and engaged, ſeek one an- 
other's Ruin and -Deftruction. n. 

BUT- 


Tf 


to the common courſe and train of Things, in 


(9) 


o BUT when.the Name of Chrif, * Safety of 


the Church, the Honour of the Prieſthood, are made 
Steping-ſtones to Preferment, and Shooing- 


' horns to Worldly Wealth and Grandeur, can 
any Body be ſurprized to ſee Men of Sacred Cha- 


raters, but Selfiſh and Worldly Spirits and Tempers, 
ſcrambling (like Beaſts) for the Prey, their Eyes 
and their Hearts are molt entirely, and even ulti- 
mately fixed on. 

; THE Apoſtles themſelves were forſaken by 
Men like Demas, who loud this preſent World, 
2 Tim. iv. 10. And even the Apoſtle Jobn, that 
ſo ./ignal, and evenalmoſt ſingular, Preacher and 
Pattern of Meekne(s and Love, Excommunicates 
and anathematizes Diotrephes, who thought he 
could be no Biſhop, unleſs he had the Prebemi- 
nence over his Brethren, who were equal in 
Office, and perhaps (ſome of them at leaft) 
ore in Talents and Qualification: to himſelf; 
3 oh. ix. e | 


| IV. TH E laſt cement? Cbaracker of Diotrephes; 


it the very Picture of the Papal Hierarchy, and of all 


other Worldly Clergymen; who by letting the Spirit 
of the World into the Church, and indulging Am- 
bition and Cowvetouſneſs in. themſelves, do fo far 
Symbolize with the Antichriſt. | 


IAM no Enemy. to the Dixnities and Re- 
venues of a ſober, humble, induſtrious and. pious 
Clergy : But when Church Preferments riſe to ſuch 
an height as to become the proper Baits of Pride 
and Covetouſneſs, no marvel if we. ſee 8e worſt, 
Men get into them, for uſually (and according 


B Temporals 


— DO BE eos I IP > I Tg IPA - 1 , 
- a a | T 


better Morals, and they liv'd at a much better rate, 


( 10 ) 


JTemporals as well as Spirituals) they that ſeek do 


find: And thus the l- meant Benefactions of our 


Pious (but perhaps ro - Superſtitious) Anceſtors, 


are perverted to ſupport quite contrary Princi- 
ples and Practices to thoſe they deſign'd tlie En- 
couragement of. 6 


T HE Papal Clergy teach Men the Way to 
Hell, inftead of leading them in the Way to Hea- 
ven. Conſult but the Catechiſm.and Canons of 
the Council of Trent; Read but the Myſtery of 


Jeſuitiſm, the Jeſuits Morals, and the Practical 


Divinity of the Papiſts, and ſee if a wiſe honeſt 
Man (it he had no better Choice offered him) 
would not rather be an Infidel, than a Papift 
For I dare ſay, It is a leſs Crime to believe 
© there is no Heaven, than to believe that the 
Doctrine they teach is the Way to it. 


4 } * 
CAN it be the Way to Heaven to believe Uk 


| Bread is God, and to worſhip it as ſuch ; that 


Princes are the Clergies Slaves; that Prieſts had 
better Whore than Marry, that if a Prince will not 
obey the Pope, a Villain may merit Heaven by 
Aſſaſſinating him? If this be indeed Chriſtianity; 
and there be no wrong done to it when ſuch Do- 
&rines are made its eſſential Character, who al- 
moſt can forbear crying out with him of old, Sie 
Anima mea cum Philoſophis, Let my Soul fare in 
the other World as thoſe of the honeſt Heathen 
Sages, rather than take its Lot with this new Sect 


of - Philoſophers, who call themſelves Chriſtians, 


while they teach Doctrines deſtructive of Miſdom 
and Piety, and utterly ſubverſive of Humane So- 
ciety. Socrates and Plato were Saints and Angels 
to theſe pretended Chriſtian Priefts : They taught 


than 


(1) 
than theſe Pretenders to immediate Revelation and 
a Divine Commiſſion do. 1 N 


IF any one had a Mind to proſehte a Man to 
Infidelity, he could not take a ſhorter and ſurer Way, 
than to bid him obſerve the Doctrine and Life 
of a Rowiſh Prieſt, a Teſuite eſpecially: And in- 
deed their uſual Method of gaining Men to their 
Church, is by firſt making them Infidels, Debaw- 
chees, or both: For it is certain he that is of 20 
Religion, will ordinarily be of that which is u- 
permeſs, and in which he can enjoy the Pleaſures: 
of Sin for a Seaſon with leaſt Reftraint or Rymorſe, 
and ſecure the largeſt Poſſeſſions of Wealth, and 
go out of the World with hope, that the Prayers 
and Suffrages of others, ſhall be available for him 
when he is Dead. Popery flatters the carnal Mind 
too much, not to have many Fawourers and eaſy 
Converts; eſpecially when great Ones Connive at, 
or give it Countenance; which has been our 
very Caſe, pray GoD it may never be ſo 


a gain. 


V. THE true Unity of the Church is exceeding. 
valuable, and by no Means to be cauſeleſly Violated. 


BUT chen we are to conſider, chat this Uni- 
ty is either Internal, or External; either of A par: 
ticular Church within itſelf, or of the Catholick. 


THE Internal and Catholick Unity is in Faith, 
Hope, Love, and Obedience: And he who holds 
theſe (prattically) cannot be cut off from the 
Catholick Church, no not tho Men call him Schiſ- 
matick, and excommunicate, burn, and (1o far as 
in them lies) damm him for ſuch; He is yet a 


< B 2 living 


(1) 


I;ving Member of Chriſt, and of his Body the 


Church, and an Heir of Life and Glory; and ſhall 


be conducted ſafe thicher, in God's good Time, after 
Men have done their worſt. | 2 & 


THE external and particular Unity is to be kept 
as far as may be without Sin, and no needleſs 
Breaches are to be made in it: But if Men will 
deviſe Churches and Forms of Government, and 
Ceremonies which cer Bibles ſay nothing of; and 
will tell us that we ſhall have no Communion with 
them, unleſs we will abſolutely ſubje ourſelves to 


their Will and Pleaſure in al ſuch e Matters ; And 


that even though it be againſt our Conſciences, after 
we have taken the beſt Care we can to inform 
them aright, from the Word of Go p: If I ſay 


Men will deal with us at this rate, we will not 


(whatever Provocation is given us ſo to do) either 
yadge or deſpiſe them; as neither can we approve 


them, and their Ways: But (which is our iet 
and ſafeff Courſe) we will leave them, and com- 
mit ourſelves to the Judgment of Gop ( which is 
always Righteous and according to Truth) nor 
do we doubt of a more favourable Sentence at 
his Barr, than we have met with at that of Man, 
who after all is but our Fellow Servant, and muſt 
himſelf ſhortly give an Account of his Steward- 
ſhip to that Go p who is no reſpeFer of Perſons, nor 
regards the Rich, Great and Honourable more than 
the Poor, | 7 . | j 


VI. THERE is a vaſt difference betwixt Unity 


and Uniformity ; the one is much more eaſy to be ob- 
tain d, and much more worth obtaining than the 
other. ERS DES 
£ 5: + | | 
CAUSELESS 


— : : . * N 


* 


$2 


CAUSELESS Diſputes about Trifler mul- 
tiply Differences, and aggravate Schiſms, and ren- 
der them (for the moſt part) incurable: And the 
Impoſing Spirit (for which the Romaniſts have ever 
been the moſt notorious,” tho I doubt few Parties 
even of Proteſtants, have wholly and at all Times 
kept themſelves free from ſo great a Blemiſh) hath 
divided and diſtracted the Chriſtian Church, more 
than any ene Thing beſides. Weakneſs,” Peeviſhneſs, 
and undue Scrupulo/ity are doubtleſs faulty, where- 
ever they are really found, but they hurt a Man 
ſelf morè than any Body elſe: Wheteas the Uſarp- 
ing God's Throne, and Lording it over the Conſcien- 
ces of «Men, tears all to Pieces, and makes the 
Church a Theatre, where / Prizes are fought for 
the Lin of Dominion, to the ſport of Hell, and the 
grief of all who believe there is 4 God, and love 
and fear Him. | Kr 
CANNOT a Man ſcruple a Ceremony, but he 
muſt preſently be railedat, and worry d as a Schiſ- 
matick ? To thoſe who uſe their Weak, but Con- 
ſcientious, Brethren after this manner, we may 
| Well take up the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour to 
the Phariſees, Matth. vii. 5. Thou Hypoerite, fir 
caſt out the Beam that is in thine own Eye, and then 

thou ſhalt ſee clearly to caſt out the Mote that is in 
' thy Brother's Eye. The ſcrupling of a Ceremo- 
ny, can at moſt be but as a Mote, while the Sins 
of Uncharitableneſs and Perſecution are firſt-rate 
Iniquities, Beams of a prodigious bulk, and ſink- 
ing weight. BOS => 3 

VII. HO UG H Bellarmine, and others 4 his 
Fraternity, afſert the Pope to be the Head and . 


( 14 ) 


of Chriſtian Unity, yet we find no mention made of 
im, in thoſe Places of Scripture aubere one wonld moſt 
Naturally have looked for bim, be bad been to be 
found there, Viz. neither in 1 Cor. * 28. nor in 


a Eph, I, 4, 556, * A c 


, HAD the Ap oſtle paul known of Ba 

i Heer of Chriſt's appointing, he would not (on 10 

| 81 Occaſions - mentioning him) hays « wholly | 
h drop'd man 5... - 


'. OUL D. not an ** d De think y you, 
| have taken Care to have prevented ſo many 
Schifms as have ſince ariſen in the Church on that 
fengle Point, eſpecially when ove Word ſpeaking 
Would have done it; even mentioning the Pope 
as Peter's Succeſſor, next to the Ordinary, and as 
Head of the extraordinary Church-Officers? This 
Silence of his plainly proves That either the 
* Apoftle did not faithfully diſcharge his Truſt, 
or the Pope is an Uſurper: and I dare leave 
it to any honeſt A1 ro a a of ech, 
mf its to be us * be 
VIII. TR 2 E n * — PR 
om the burch, of Rome, ſince ſhe became Amtichriy © 
an ! Sometimes indeed more ſilently and privately, 
at other Times more openly and public iy; but the 
Ed Power of Popes, hath never, been aniverſal 
in the Churches of Chriſt. | 


"TH E Greek Charches would never come. into 
it, tho” flatter d and threaten'd; here and there in- 
deed a little ſordid Greek Biſhop, ground betwixt 
two Mill-ſtones, hath paid his Compliments tothe 


Nope 3 but their Conduct hath been always diſ- 
a f allow 45 


n 
allow'd, and themſelves cenſur d at their Return, as 
Berrayers of Chriſtian Liberty. | 1 


EVERM Age hath produced Witneſſes to rhe 
Truth of Chriſt, againſt the Tyranny and Uſurpation 
of Antichrift : And at the Reformation, a Banner 
was . for all to Reſort to, who believ'd 


that Chr 
the P ope. 


II is therefore a very fooliſh" Dueſftion, that, 
with which they make ſo much Noiſe, Where wat 
your Religion before Luther? The Anſwer is plain 
and obvious, Where theirs never d: Viz. in the 
Scriptures of Truth, and in the Hearts and Lives 
of all 7 FChtiftians/ OT 04h 


WE have no Chriſtianity but what the Apoftlei 
and Primitive Chriſtians had, and if they have »o 
other, We and They are One, and the Diſpute is as 
an end: But let them ſhew it us in our Bibles, 
by. Aut benticł Teſtimony; and not appeal to blind 
Traditions, in their own keeping, which no Body 
knows any Thing of but rhemſelves; for it is to 
great Impoſition upon the Reaſon and Faith of Man- 
Kind, to make themſelves, both Parties and Fudges 
in the Diſpute betwixt #s and ben. 


IX. THE Reformed left the R omiſh Communion 
on the moſt juſt, warrantable, and even neceſſary 
Ground;. And this alone were ſufficient to clear 
them from the Charge,” and free them of the 
Guilt of Schiſm. | ; 


IT would be too large à Field of Matter, to 


draw out at once, the particulars of choſe Ty ; 
N t 


had a better Right to Rule them than 


Pd 


( 16 ) £ 

It hath been often and «nanſwergbly done alteady; 
by the Learned Chillingworth, Turretine, The Di- 
wines of the Church of England who. wrote againſt 
Popery in the Reign of K. James II. and thoſe 
Learned and Pions Diſſenting Divines, who in the 
Reign of King CKARLEs II. when there was no 
leſs need, and not much leſs bazard in ſuch an Un- 
dertaking, preached and printed their excellent 
Morning Lectures againſt Popery : I ſhall only 
(as ſuits my preſent Deſign) with the utmo 

Brevity, hint the four or five Particulars follow- 


| 71 N ? * 2.4 n 
1. THE Hereſies taught in the Church of Rome 
made it neceſſary for us to withdraw from her Com- 
munion, Tit. iii. 10. A Man that is an Heretick 
reject. If particular Chriſtians muſt avoid, and 

hurch Officers muſt excommunicate a known 
Heretick, how much more muſt an Heretical 
Church be avoided by all that have any Care of 
their Souls, or Value for their Salvation? 


„ HERESY is any Doctrine that over- 
te throws the Faith, and deſtroys the Foundation 
&© of Religion, and the Hope of Salvation b 
© JesUs CHEISTHJ; eſpecially if it: be openly ef- 
& pouſed, induſtriouſly propagated, and .obſti- 
« nately perſiſted in. . 
NOW that all this is the true State of the 
Caſe with Relation to the Church of Rome, nd. 
Man can doubt, who doth believe and will conſult 
his Bible. = 3 NN p 


SHALL. only inſtance in their currcht Do- 
Frine of the meritoriouſneſs of good Works, * 
ky | I 


— — Hy" — 


a 


x 
be heceſſity of humane Satiifad ion; by which the 
great End of Chriſt's Death is ſet aſide, and the 
neceſſity of Faith in him (ro which the Scripture 
aſcribes our Fuſtiſcation before God) is over- turn d. 
I onen 


: If I can merit, if I can ſupererogate; what need 
vf the Blond of Chriſt to cleanſe me from my Sins, 
or purchaſe for me the Crown of Eternal Life 2? 


- I MAY claim it as 2 ff Hebt, and in ſtricteſt 
Propriety ſay; even to GoD Himſelf, Pay m 
that thou oe f Ee. If we will not own this 
** Blaſphemy, we are caſt out of their Church; 
If we advance ſuch a preſumptuons Plea, we 
© ſhall be for ever ſhur out of Heaven. 


43. We barve leg the Comiunion of the Church of 
Rome, or continue the Separation of our Fore-fathers 
from ber, becauſe ſhe is an Idolatrous Church.” For 
Idolatry is utterly inconſiſtent with the Being of a 
true Church, fee 2 Cor. vi. 16. It is the breach_of - 
the Oath and Covenant that is betwixt -G OD and 
his People; it is Treaſon and Rebellion againſt the 
ſupreme Soveraign, Jexovar; it is enen 
our Allegiance to Him, and Intereſt in Him: And 
conſequently it depriveth us of His Bleſingi, and 
expoſeth us to his Jealouſy, His utmoſt Wrath 
and Vengeance. And we need but read the Books, 
or ſee the Worſhip of the Papiſts to prove then 
vile Idolateri. Dr. Stillingfleet,” Mr. Stopford and 
others have proved this Charge upon” them, 
with that Evidence which can” never be reply #* 
to, unleſs - Railing, Borgery, and Inpudence — 


"oa = 4g 


WE: for Arguing and Anf Wering. Their Bread, 
their Saint, 78 Image- Morſbip proclaim to all 
the World, eee 2 are 0 Holaters, if there 
be, or ever have been any ſuch Thing as Idol 
among the Children of Men. * A yy 


4. Their Ame and Perſecution is . make 
2 them with Horror. | 


THEY. will allow 0 Comminlen with them, 
— — Abſolute Subject ion, and Blind Obedience 
to them. - Where: ever they prevail it is but 4 


Word and a con Buy the * or ow the 
1 
nie 16553 3 


Rome Pagan never ſhed ſo much Blood of 


Saints and Martyrs, as Rome Papal hath done 
and that without any Pity or Mercy, or feng laſt 


05 of Age or Sex. 
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'OUL D defre bo emcier Wakes of the 


77 
Taufalneſe, and. 57 Neceſiey of Separation from 


an Church, than if it can be made appear that 
ſhe is, in Principle ori Prad ice, much more if in 
1. far dee 


: 


ob E he that dwelleth in Lene . 
| Ave ler b in GOD, and GOD in bim, 1 Joh. iv. 16, 
 Whoſo bateth his Brother 3 is 4 Murtherer, 1 Joh. iii. 
15. He that perſecuzes his Brother, to be ſure, 
_—_ him ; 3 and a * * cannot * 
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2 fit Subject for any True Cbriſſian. Comm 
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dangerous and damnable to continue in that Cm-ĩ] m 
nion, than it was before. | 
18 A 
THAT the Papa Hierarchy is the Antichrifh, *© 
foretold and defcrib'd in the New Teſtamenmt Prov": 
phecies, hath been the conſtant Sentiment and Pro- 
feſion of the Reformed Churches at Home and 
Abroad, till about the Time of the late Arch- 
biſhop. Laud, when Grotius, and Dr. Hammond, 
and ſome others, thought fir to ſoften that Article, © 
and explain away the (till then, among 
Proteſtants,) recei vd Senſe. of it, with bat Su- 
ceſt, or on what Views, I ſhall. RACERS But the 
Homilies do often intimate, that the Pope is An- 
tichriſt, and ſometimes expreſiy call him by that 


Name, and in the Prayer for the Fifth of Nu. 


ber, ſet forth by the Authority of King Tams I. 
and his Parliament, the Papiſts are call d as Am-l.;7 
tichriſtian, and Babylonical: Sect, and we are e. 
quir d to Pray, Tbat GOD wonld ffrengtben || 
Hands of our Gracious King, the Nahles and A 
giſtrates of the Land, with Fudgment and Tuſtce,. 
to cut off theſe Workers of Iniquity, whoſe Religiow 
is Rebellion, whoſe Faith is Faction, whoſe Prattice: 

is Murdering , Souls and Bodies, and to | 


out of the Cenſus of thisKingdom. ö 


Root them 
} 16911 26 | 
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A MAN who conſiders theſe Paſſoges, and, + 
the Temper, Language, and Behaviour ot Many... 
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(26) 
now 2-days, will have much a- do to perſuade © 
himſelf, that we are the ſame Engliſh Church and 
Nation zow, that we were then; to be ſure the 
Compilers of the laſt mention d Prayer would 
not have expreſs d themiſelves in the faſhionable 
Cant of the preſent Age, that bey would rat ber be 
Papiſts than Preslyterian t. 


IHE Articles of Religion for the Church 
of "Ireland, ſay expreſly, that the Biſhop of 
Rome is that Man of Sin, foretold in the Holy 
Scriptures. eG Oft OOO 22806 en 


AND that what they there ſay, is the very 
Truth, hath been often and fully proved, by Learn- 
ed Divines both ot the Engliſ and Foreign Reform- 
ed Churches; ſuch as Daneus, Turretine, Biſhop 
Morton, Biſhop Downham, Dr. H. More, Dr. Man- 
tom, & So that I ſhall (as I think I well may) 
bers take it for granted; on which Suppoſition, it 
wilt be obvious to every one who duly and impar- 
tially conſiders the Matter, that it muſt needs be 
the moſt horrid Mieteuneſi, not to come forth from 
the Church of Rome, not to Separate ourſelves 
from her Communion, or decline the having any 


— 


THE Times of Ianorance GOD might wink at, 
but now mot to forſake Antichriſt, is to Rebel 
againſt CHRIST, and to ſtay in the purlicus 
of Bubylon, is to entitle ourſelves to her Plagues, 
which ſhall come upon her, certainly and ſuddenly, 

how much © ſoever ſhe now magnifyerh herſelf, and 
I 
Won 5. THE 


( 91”) © 


| F. THE Incorrigibleneſs of the Church of Rome 


munion, and that with a ſtedfaſt and nualterable Pur- 
poſe, never to Return any more to it. 12 OF 


* * 
be o 


OUR Fore-fathers Groar'd, Pra 'd, Remon- 


ſtrated, Endeavour d, and Long waited for a Re- 
formation, but could not obtain it: Since there- 
fore we would bave bead Babylon and ſhe is not 
heal d, we are warranted to comply with the 


Divine Voice, Forſake ber, and let us go, Jer. li. 9. 


W HY ſhould we ſtay in a Church from which 
God jou? amen cn 


THE Pretence to bfallibility, and their 


adding the New Creed of Pope Pius IV. to that i 
the Apoſtles, hath render'd the Wound of myſt 
cal Babylon incurable; ſeeing therefore we can- 


not Cure her, it concerns us to take dus and time- 


I; Care of ourſelves, that the Infection may not 
reach and ruin us. 0 


WE Judge not the Eternal State of thoſe who 
liv'd before us, in that Communion ; they had 
not our Light and Means to Anſwer for, we leave 
them to GoD: But by his Grace we will not 
throw away our own Souls, for fear of reflefFing on 
their Memories. — oY 


BUT 


neceſſary for all true Chriſtians to forſake ber Cm 
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BUT ſay they, Ve have true Baptiſm; and 
retain the Apoſtles Creed; Why then do you 


forlake us? 


— 
% = — . , * 


TO which this is a ſhort, but ſufficient Re- 


ply; Becauſe you ſay and do not; you give with 


one Hand; and:take with the other. Tour New 

Creed is contrary to the Old one, and we cannot 
hold bath, (whatever you think you can do) and 
therefore we are firmly reſolv d, to tate and keep © 
ta the ſarer, the ſafer ſide. | | 


AND now what remains, but that knowing 
what is Scbiſin, and bat is not; we fear and fly 
from, not the Name or unjuſt Reproach of it, but 
the Thing itſelf; and joyn heartily in Affection 
and Practice (and not only in Words, which our 
Dead deny). in that Petition of the publick Li- 
tam of the Eſtabliſnu d Church. From all Blind- 
we[s of Heart, from ride, Vain glory, and Hypocriſy, 
from Ent, Hatred, and Malice, and al Uncaari- 
$ableneſs; Good, Lord deliuer us. Amen. 
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BOOKS Sold by 
| Nys and Bible in Cornhill, © 


N Hiſtorical Effay upon the Loyalty of 
{ \ Presbyterians in Great-Britain and Trelantl, 
from the Reformation to this preſent Year z713. 
Wherein their ſteady Adherence to the Proteffant 
Intereſt, our happy Civil Conſtitution, the Succeſs. 
fron of Protefant Princes the juſt Prerogatives of 
the Crown, and the Liberties of the People is de- 
monſtrated from Publick Records, the beſt Ap- 
_ prov'd Hiſtories, the Confeflion of their Adver- 
ſaries, and divers Valuable Original Papers well 
attaſted, and never before Publiſhed. And an 
eAnſwer given to the Calumnies of their Accu- 
ſers, and particularly to two late Pamphlets, 
Viz. I. A Sample of True Blue Presbyterian Loyal- 
ty, &c. 2. The Conduct of the Diſſenters in Ire- 
land, &c. In III. Parts. With a Prefatory Ad- 


dreſs to all her Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects, f 


all Perſuaſions, in Great-Britain and Ireland, a- 


gainſt the Pretender, on behalf of the Proteſtane 
Religion, the Queen, the Houſe of Hanover, and 
our Liberties, 43 
The Rules of the Water-Side: or, The Ge- 
neral Practice of the Cuſtoms. Being a Col 


lection of the moſt proper and uſeful Examples 
practis d in the Cuſtoms, Alphabeticaly ligeſied 
into a very conciſe and eaſy Method, neceſſary 
for the Uſe of Cuſtom- Houſe Officers, Husbands 
of Ships, Merchants . Apprentices, or ſuch who 
deſign to qualify themſelves in that Kind. Con- 
taining likewiſe proper Directions how they 


may apply themſelves, who endeavour to obtain”. 
an Employment there. To which is added, -- +, 


Andrew Bell, at the cia. | 
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